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Emerging Skills for 21st Century

Know Your Child

Know the Post-Secondary Course Requirements

Being prepared and relevant

Making the Choice

Matching strengths, interests, aspirations and requirements

Empower them to take ownership of their goals

Breakout 
Room

How can I help my child to make an informed decision?

Which post-secondary option is best for your child?

Mass 
Session



Know the Post-
Secondary Course 
Requirements
Matching strengths, interests, aspirations 
and requirements



The requirements for 
the course your child 
intend to pursue after 
secondary school.

4. Requirements

Know the Post-Secondary Course Requirements



4 Express / 5 Normal Academic Courses (GCE O Level)

Junior College (2 years) or
Millennia Institute (3 years) 

– GCE A Levels

L1R5 20 or less 
for JC

L1R4 20 or less 
for MI

Polytechnic (3 years) 
– Diploma

Private 
Institutions & 

Schools

Institute of Technical 
Education (2 years) 

– Nitec/Higher Nitec



L1R5

L1R4

ELR2B2

ELB4, ELR1B3 or ELR2B2

JC

MI

ITE

Poly

Legend:
L1 = English or Higher Mother Tongue 
R = Relevant subjects 
EL = English Language 
B = Best subjects



Institution Length of study Cut-off Points

Junior College 2 years L1R5 ≤  20

Millennia Institute 3 years L1R4 ≤  20

JCs and MI primarily prepare students for a tertiary education. JC 
students are equipped with the skills and knowledge to prepare them 
for the A- level examinations in 2 years, while MI students 3 years. 
These skills and knowledge will also prepare students for a university 
education which is the main aim of an A-level education.





Source: https://www.moe.gov.sg/post-
secondary/admissions/dsa/jc-

admission-eligibility

To qualify for JC admission:
L1R5 (First Language + 5 Relevant Subjects ) aggregate score of 20
and below. The L1R5 aggregate score is made up of the following
subjects:

L1R5 Subjects

First Language (L1) English/Higher Mother Tongue

Relevant Subject 1 (R1)
Humanities/Higher Art/Higher Music/Malay (Special 
Programme)/Chinese (Special Programme)/Bahasa 
Indonesia

Relevant Subject 2 (R2) Mathematics/Science

Relevant Subject 3 (R3)

Humanities/Higher Art/Higher 
Music/Mathematics/Science/Malay (Special 
Programme)/Chinese (Special Programme)/Bahasa 
Indonesia

Relevant Subject 4 (R4) Any GCE O-Level subjects (except Religious Knowledge)

Relevant Subject 5 (R5) Any GCE O-Level subjects (except Religious Knowledge)

Know the Post-Secondary Course Requirements



Source: https://www.moe.gov.sg/post-
secondary/admissions/jae/admission-

criteria/?pt=MI

To qualify for MI admission:
L1R4 (First Language + 4 Relevant Subjects ) aggregate score of
20 and below. The L1R4 aggregate score is made up of the
following subjects:

L1R4 Subjects

L1 English or Higher Mother Tongue Language (MTL)

R1, R2

•Any 2 of these subjects: Humanities
•Higher Art
•Higher Music
•Mathematics
•Science
•Malay (Special Programme)
•Chinese (Special Programme)
•Bahasa Indonesia

R3, R4 Any 2 GCE O-Level subjects except Religious Knowledge

Know the Post-Secondary Course Requirements



H1 H2 H3
Half of H2 in terms of 

curriculum time 
Equivalent to ‘A’ Level subjects 

prior to 2006.
Subjects with opportunity for in-

depth study (e.g. advanced 
content, research paper, 

university module). 

Select content subjects from three levels of study

An example of JC subject combination 
three H2s + one H1 content subjects 

(one which must be contrasting) 
+ General Paper + Project Work



An example: 
JC net L1R5 
aggregate for 
2022

Source: JAE Information booklet 2023

Cut-off points are 
subjected to changes

Junior College Cut-off-point 2022



An example: Admission criteria to ASR Junior College

Source: JAE Information booklet 2022

Cut-off points are 
subjected to changes

Junior College Cut-off-point 2022

JC admission criteria L1R5 ≤ 20

Refer to JC website for 
detailed cut-off points



Type of Bonus Points No. of bonus pts

For JC/Poly/ITE admission (CCA grades): 
Excellent 
Good

2
1

For JC/MI admission: 
Grades A1 – C6 for both English and Higher Mother 
Tongue

2

If applied for and was selected for the CLEP, MLEP or TLEP 2

Note: Candidates must qualify for JC/MI Entry first by obtaining 
20 points & below before Bonus Points can be used.



Nanyang Polytechnic

Ngee Ann Polytechnic

Republic Polytechnic

Singapore Polytechnic

Temasek Polytechnic

NYP

NP

TP

RP

Courses are hands-on
and focus on 
preparing students 
for work 

Students graduate 
with a Diploma in 
specific area of study.SP



Through the Joint Admissions Exercise (JAE)

ELR2B2 is used for admissions into the polytechnics.

❑ English Language

❑ 2 RELEVANT subjects for the course applied for

❑ 2 other best subjects

Students must also meet the minimum entry requirements 
for the course they want to pursue.

Net aggregate score must not exceed 26 for all courses 



Know the Post-Secondary Course Requirements

An example: Admission criteria to Ngee Ann Polytechnic

Polytechnic admission criteria ELR2B2 ≤ 26
Refer to polytechnic website 

for detailed cut-off points



Nanyang Arts Academy of Fine Arts

LASALLE College of the Arts

Courses are hands-on with a 
focus in the visual and 
performing arts
(e.g. Design, Animation, Fine Arts, 
Media, Dance, Music)

Students graduate with a 
Diploma.

Apply directly to your institution 
of interest.



Polytechnic Early Admissions 
Exercise 
(Poly EAE) for O-Level students

• an aptitude-based admissions exercise that allows

students to apply for and receive conditional offers

for admission to polytechnics prior to receiving their

final grades.

• allows the polytechnics greater flexibility to select

and admit students based on their aptitudes and

interests, apart from academic grades, thus allowing a

wider range of talents to be recognised.

DSA-EAE

Source: Poly EAE Website

Direct Schools Admission for 
junior colleges 
(DSA-JC) for O-level students 

• allows students to apply to a DSA JC before

taking the GCE O-Level examinations.

• can apply based on your talent in sports, CCAs

and specific academic areas that may not be

demonstrated at the O-Level examinations

Admission via DSA-JC and Poly EAE



Making the choice
Which post-secondary option is best for your child?



Visit https://go.gov.sg/MySFSec for more information on post-GCE O-Level options

https://go.gov.sg/MySFSec


ITE
(Nitec / 3-Year 

Higher Nitec)





Thank you
Have a talk with your child and give him/her 

the support needed during this intense period! 
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